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Is the family important? What does the film suggest about how people relate or should relate to one another? If
so, when does it happen? Are your expectations about a film conditioned by what you know about its director?
Each chapter concludes with short writing exercises that help students view, evaluate, and write about film
more critically. But speaking as a professor who teaches film courses and requires stud One of the more
frequent jobs a university professor performs is text review, and it was in this role that I first read Corrigan's
Short Guide. Guidance on working with electronic sources helps students understand the limitations and
pitfalls of electronic research. The music? That way, you already have your examples all lined up for yourself
if you want to use them to make a point. Whether you are examining a single shot or a pattern of images, ask
yourself what is most interesting and significant about the formal features and how they add to the story and
themes. But it bears noting that there simply aren't many books available which do address this specific
subject, so my praise has to be understood in that context. For example, his discussions in the first and fourth
chapters of different approaches to film criticism and of different kinds of essays about film are each limited to
a few meager pages. How has the genre changed through history, and why? So, for the time being at least,
while this may be one of the best available books on writing essays about film, it has its share of problems.
But speaking as a professor who teaches film courses and requires students to write critical essays about film, I
must say that to date this is one of the best books on the market to address specifically the subject of writing
about film I think the best book is Tim Bywater's "Introduction to Film Criticism"--which, unfortunately, is
also a ridiculously over-priced Longman title. Is it a documentary? But these are the very subjects his book
should have addressed in greatest detail. It is true that Corrigan tends to wax a bit loquacious, letting wordy
and meandering discussion often obscure the really important things he has to say. With an ideological
approach, begin by trying to pinpoint what message or messages a film aims to communicate about its world
and, by implication, our world. Or did the filmmaker have a great deal of independence, and thus control, over
how the film looks? Genres Identify for yourself what the structures, themes, and common stylistic techniques
are for the genre. How would you connect the formal features of the film with its themes? This is the task on
which Corrigan should have limited himself, given the obvious desire to keep the book small, and this is the
aspect of the book that works best. How did it affect the making of the film? So, according to Corrigan, there
are 6 basic approaches to choose from when writing about film. Film History What was happening at the time
the film was produced? Does the story of the movie you are analyzing fit the genre it seems to be placed in? If
so, why? When did this type of movie first appear? What is it saying explicitly? If you concentrate on a single
scene or sequence, how do the sound, lighting, and camera movement interact to comment on or support the
action of the story? Is individuality important? As already noted, the 7th edition includes improvements in this
area, but not enough In the end, Corrigan's book has lots of scattered insights and bits of advice that are great
in and of themselves, but the more pertinent are under-developed and often lost in a sea of verbosity and
diffusive aims. Kinds of Formalism Formalism is a name often given to film criticism concerned with matters
of structure and style such as themes, narrative, or mise-en-scene in a movie, or how those features are
organized in particular ways in a movie. There is a lot of sound advice in the text, and the sample essays are
particularly helpful. Second, the text is part style, proofreading and writing guide, but again, cheap and much
more comprehensive volumes like Hacker's "A Writer's Reference" do that task far better than can Corrigan so
his effort here is mostly wasted.


