
LITERATURE REVIEW COUNSELING RESEARCH PAPER

A literature review can be a short introductory section of a research article or a report or policy paper that focuses on
recent research. Or, in the.

Why do we write literature reviews? Construct a working thesis statement Then use the focus you've found to
construct a thesis statement. It will include the author's perspective or point of view on the topic, how they
have defined the scope of the topic including what's not included , and how the review will be organized.
Methodological A methodological approach differs from the two above in that the focusing factor usually does
not have to do with the content of the material. Chronological If your review follows the chronological
method, you could write about the materials above according to when they were published. Notice that Falk
and Mills do quote certain terms that were coined by the author, not common knowledge, or taken directly
from the study. What are the most important topics, subtopics, etc. Literature reviews provide you with a
handy guide to a particular topic. For the sperm whale project, one methodological approach would be to look
at cultural differences between the portrayal of whales in American, British, and French art work. New York:
Harcourt Brace,  For instance, the sperm whale review could focus on the development of the harpoon for
whale hunting. The type of information you choose to mention should relate directly to the review's focus,
whether it is thematic, methodological, or chronological. The subsections might include how they are
personified, how their proportions are exaggerated, and their behaviors misunderstood. And in what order
should you present them? Find a focus A literature review, like a term paper, is usually organized around
ideas, not the sources themselves as an annotated bibliography would be organized. Do they present one or
different solutions? This means that you will not just simply list your sources and go into detail about each one
of them, one at a time. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own reference list, as it may
not match the citation style you are using. Are there new interpretations of the research? Organizing the body
Once you have the basic categories in place, then you must consider how you will present the sources
themselves within the body of your paper. This is not a comprehensive list of resources on the handout's topic,
and we encourage you to do your own research to find the latest publications on this topic. Ask your professor
questions such as: "If you had to read only one book from the 70's on topic X, what would it be? Simon and
Schuster Handbook for Writers. However, if you are writing a review in the humanities, history, or social
sciences, a survey of the history of the literature may be what is needed, because what is important is how
perspectives have changed through the years or within a certain time period. Key Questions for a Literature
Review A literature review should try to answer questions such as 1. Boston: Allyn and Bacon,  Consider
organization You've got a focus, and you've narrowed it down to a thesis statement. We consulted these works
while writing the original version of this handout. Practitioners then, use evidence-based practice EBP to make
decisions about the care of clients techniques, strategies, interventions, treatments and so on based on the most
up-to-date and judicious use of systematically researched evidence. As you read widely but selectively in your
topic area, consider instead what themes or issues connect your sources together. What is a Literature Review?
Should you summarize, synthesize, or critique your sources by discussing a common theme or issue? Or the
review might focus on the economic impact of whaling on a community. Anson, Chris M. It might give a new
interpretation of old material or combine new with old interpretations. For instance, first you would talk about
the British biological studies of the 18th century, then about Moby Dick, published in , then the book on sperm
whales in other art , and finally the biology articles s and the recent articles on American whaling of the 19th
century. Literature reviews have thesis statements as well! Under this method, you would combine the recent
studies on American whaling in the 19th century with Moby Dick itself in the category, even though the
authors wrote a century apart. Pick one of these themes to focus the organization of your review. A summary
is a recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a re-organization, or a reshuffling, of
that information. Fourth edition. History: The chronological progression of the field, the literature, or an idea
that is necessary to understand the literature review, if the body of the literature review is not already a
chronology. Spending a lot of time revising is a wise idea, because your main objective is to present the
material, not the argument. Are there any contradictions?


