
IMPACTS OF VEHICLES ON GLOBAL WARMING

Some impactsâ€”such as record high temperatures, rising seas, and severe flooding and Our personal vehicles are a
major cause of global warming.

It's also partly why electric-powered vehicles can help reduce environmental impacts, because they don't burn
fossil fuels. High ratings mean low pollution levels. Infrastructure Also difficult to quantify, another
associated impact of cars is the building of roads to support them, as well as the urban sprawl that tends to
follow in their wake. Nitrous oxide contributes to the depletion of the ozone layer, which shields the Earth
from harmful ultraviolet radiation from the sun. The Center is working on all aspects of the transportation
problem, from advocating for increased fuel economy standards to challenging new sprawl developments,
using existing laws and working for new regulations to restrict vehicle emissions and take advantage of
alternative-fuels technology for the benefit of the planet. Ozone is created by a mix of are pollutants, including
oxides of nitrogen NOx produced by vehicle engines and methane emissions from other sources e.
Unfortunately, federal agencies have a history of ignoring this requirement. These cause skin and eye irritation
and allergies, and very fine particles lodge deep in lungs, where they cause respiratory problems. In September
, the Obama administration announced the first national plan to regulate greenhouse gases under the Clean Air
Act for cars, light trucks and SUVs, and in December the EPA finally made it official that greenhouse gas
emissions from cars and other sources endanger public health and welfare. But they also can have a big impact
on the planet. Cars, trucks and other forms of transportation are the single largest contributor to air pollution in
the United States, but car owners can reduce their vehicle's effects on the environment. Carbon dioxide
persists in the atmosphere for over a century, with long-term warming effects IPCC,  Keep your vehicle
well-maintained, with regular tune-ups and tire checks, and leave the car at home whenever you can. To
American eyes, Germany may look like a public transit paradise. Most Popular. There have been changes for
the better, but they're not good enough. Reducing Car Pollution There are several ways that car and truck
owners can reduce the effects of car pollutants on the environment. Hydrocarbons react with nitrogen dioxide
and sunlight and form ozone, which is beneficial in the upper atmosphere but harmful at ground level.
Globally, about 15 percent of manmade carbon dioxide comes from cars, trucks, airplanes, ships and other
vehicles. Photograph by Diane Cook and Len Jenshel Reference The environmental impacts of cars, explained
Automobiles have a big footprint, from tailpipe emissions to road infrastructure. Production and Destruction
Cars consume a lot of energy before they ever make it to the open road. Other car pollutants that harm human
health include sulfur dioxide, benzene and formaldehyde. Warmer global temperatures affect farming,
wildlife, sea levels and natural landscapes. In , a NASA study declared that automobiles were officially the
largest net contributor of climate change pollution in the world. Black carbon has a warming effect many
times more powerful than carbon dioxide, but it persists in the atmosphere for only a few weeks â€” so
measures to reduce black carbon can also have an immediate effect on slowing the pace of climate change.


