
LITERATURE REVIEW ARTICLES JOURNALS

Distinguish types of articles found in scholarly journals. Since literature reviews reference others articles, you may find
the buzz words.

The categories chosen may overlap to some degree, with certain studies appearing in more than one, but the
divisions should enable a logical and engaging discussion of the main points you wish to make about the
studies reviewed. This section requires critical interpretation by the author such that the review adds value to
existing literature. Systematic reviews can be accompanied with Meta-analysis which involves statistical
analysis of the included studies to increase the power of the results. Stand-alone literature reviews Literature
reviews can also be written as stand-alone articles. Each and every one should be carefully checked to ensure
accuracy and the use of the appropriate style, and paraphrases and summaries of the studies reviewed should
also be checked with an eye alert to wording that may constitute unintentional plagiarism. Do not try to
include every article you have access to, since that might be excessive for the type of journal you are targeting
and for the limited pages you have to work with. The details are described below: Introduction: Systematic
reviews begin with specific research questions that are defined in terms of the samples and research outcomes
to be studied. For this and other reasons, many journals prefer to invite experienced experts to write literature
reviews, but some journals will accept unsolicited review articles or consider author proposals for literature
reviews of research areas relevant to their publication aims and scope. These are not different from the
literature review sections described above; however, they are not followed by experimental data. Be sure to
use a few or several effective words and phrases and more than one of the databases commonly consulted in
your field or discipline. Are there new interpretations of the research? These studies are based on a
well-defined strategy unlike narrative reviews. It is also best if the topic or research area has not been recently
reviewed or is due for a review for another reason. How to write a literature review 2. It can point out overall
trends, conflicts in methodology or conclusions, and gaps in the research. Discussion: This section usually
interprets the study data based on their weighted significance and the power of the results. A second opinion
can be incredibly helpful, so you may want to recruit a trusted colleague or mentor who specialises in your
area to read your review article and offer constructive comments about content and structure. If you want to
write a shorter review, pick a narrower topic. This is an important step even if you are intimately familiar with
scholarship in the area of the planned review and believe you already have plenty of material to write a
literature review for the journal. Or are there gaps in the logic or assumptions being made? Focussing on
material and ideas directly related to your topic or research question will be wise, but publications reporting
results and arguments that disagree with or contradict your own line of reasoning must be read and evaluated
along with those that support your perspective. You may find that your topic, focus or scope changes
somewhat as you get a clearer picture of what has been published, so be aware that this is normal: searching
for sources is part of the process of refining a subject for review. Choose those studies that show the path to
your own ideas. Taking well-organised notes to summarise and paraphrase sources as you read and reflect is
essential. Endnote is an excellent way to store your research library and import it into the manuscript in the
format required by the journal. This process will no doubt have begun as you read the studies one after the
other, but a thoughtful literature review that will prove truly useful to readers of a scholarly journal requires
extensive analysis, classification and synthesis. If you submit a proposal to a journal editor, you may receive
feedback that suggests adjustments to your intended focus or scope, so be prepared to reconsider your plans
somewhat and alter them when necessary or desirable. Say, for instance, your study looks at a question about
whether teens from low-income families or high-income families are more likely to suffer low grades and
discipline problems related to excess smart phone use. Narrative reviews These are theoretical discussions of
relevant information on a particular topic and its critical analysis. Remember that the right organisational
strategy can be a key element in producing a valuable literature review, and if a review article is particularly
long and complex, concept maps might help both you and your readers visualise relationships among studies,
methodologies, theories and other important elements as well as the overall structure of the review. New
studies are published every day, so some that you have not yet encountered may be available, and you will
need to know if recent publications have tackled new methods or closed significant gaps in the scholarship.
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This material usually belongs in the first one or two paragraphs of your manuscript, an introduction that sets
the stage for the rest of your study. Write the separate sections of the literature review in whatever order
facilitates efficiency and a successful result. Literature Summarizing the Work in this Field The remaining
literature will be found in a literature review, the length of which will depend on the field and the journal.
Your focus, topic or research problem or question could be chosen based on a number of different factors, but
your ability to do the subject justice should certainly be among them, and so should the potential usefulness of
your review for fellow researchers and other readers of the journal, so give serious thought to what sort of
review your anticipated audience will want to read. Increase Your Chances of Getting Published 1.


