
HOW SOUTH AFRICA WAS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE REST OF

AFRICAN COUNTRIES DEMOCRATICALLY

There was a time that South Africa looked very different to the rest of Having suffered white minority rule much longer
than most other African states, the country And just as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and.

Can democracy spread at the push of a button? Just as other regions of the world display varied systems of
governance , there are discrepancies among African countries too. In countries like Mozambique, the media
were assigned a political role as agents of mobilization. The condition that political reforms be undertaken is
now attached at least rhetorically to almost all Western aid. Voters line up on 28 April in South Africa's first
multi-racial elections at the Zevenfontein squatter camp. Other things haven't changed much Consequently, if
centralization were developed in some areas, it was because it was the cheapest way out. This while condoning
corruption and sacrificing policy for patronage. In most African countries, participants noted that it is difficult
to find functioning establishments in which government accounts, external procurement procedures, and
central bank operations are discussed objectively: "In examining the way the economy is managed and the
structure of relationships between government and society, there is need for greater transparency. Things
should be argued in public terms so that everyone can participate on an equal basis. Therefore, they argued,
they should have more money and their incomes should be bigger than the other areas, as they supply the
resources. Some countries defy the narrative of a democratic deficit in Africa, however. Even when policies
failed, assistance kept coming. His words lays bare the imperfections of what we call democracy, but also hint
at how difficult it is to define. In South Africa, although restrictions have been eased, newspapers still retain a
high degree of self-censorship. The World Bank produces annual worldwide governance indicators. Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf became president in , not  When projects [that have been agreed on behind closed doors] fail,
the onus is put on African governments. A few participants, however, advocated representation based on
something more than territorial constituencies. In countries such as Swaziland and Zambia, the refusal of the
press to be coopted was a major factor contributing to an open society. There was a clear sense that the role of
the centralized state must be limited. Even so, the index only awarded full democracy status to Mauritius, a
quiet achiever with strong rule of law. A number noted that after the outbreak of violence in the South African
government initially refused to recognize that the attacks were against foreigners. If, on the other hand, the
efficiency of the government is to be measured by its ability to meet the needs of its people, then a high level
of participation can only promote this end. The failure of policymakers to try and understand the perceptions
of those at the receiving end of their policies can come at a cost. In some cases the violence is initiated by
incumbent leaders who feel threatened by opponents and incite protests, further destabilising their countries.
There was also a sense of South Africa undermining the continental position on the development of an African
Standby Force. Other options exist elsewhere â€” the US election ended up in the courts after allegations of a
miscount. I agree that regional concerns should exist, as should regional governments, but the state should be
given central powers to allow it to function effectively and to redistribute resources where needed. But at the
same time it soon became clear that many parts of the bureaucracy were prone to rent seeking behaviour.


