
HOW LONG SHOULD A THESIS ABSTRACT BE

You should view it as an opportunity to set accurate expectations. The abstract is An abstract often functions, together
with the thesis title, as a stand-alone text.

Length Typically an abstract should not exceed one page of text, but it is essential to check departmental
specifications to be sure that your abstract conforms with requirements. Purpose The purpose of an abstract is
to summarise the content of your dissertation in a systematic and formulaic manner. Some disciplines favour
longer abstracts up to 2 pages in length; however, in my opinion, a short abstract is preferable. The structure of
the abstract should mirror the structure of the whole thesis, and should represent all its major elements. The
body should be double-spaced throughout. The main differences between them are size and width of
uncovered topic. Use same font style throughout document. In all cases, the abstract is the very last thing you
write. Discussion part is where you interpret results and adjust them to a thesis statement and goals. Abstracts
appear, absent the full text of the thesis, in bibliographic indexes such as PsycInfo. Clarity of expression As
already mentioned, abstracts require a concise writing style to keep the word count low. Exceeding stated
limitations in length is a serious failure which will indicate a lack of understanding as to the purpose of an
abstract. Indicate the significance of your research and emphasise the rigour of your methods. Perhaps because
the doctoral abstract is so often written in a hurry when candidates and supervisors are immersed in the final
stages, exhausted and in a rush to progress things towards examination, inadequate attention is paid to this
small but crucial piece of writing. Do not forget about negative results, if possible. This part should be a
straightforward description of what you did in one or two sentences. Always stick to the word limit. Just l ike
a research proposal. For example, descriptions of the research may use the simple past tense The research
showed that â€¦ , whereas commentary on the thesis is likely to use present simple tense This thesis
exploresâ€¦. The font should be 12 pt. Read published dissertations and familiarise yourself with how good
abstracts are written. Based on a review of the literature on donation intention and theories of social distance,
an online survey was distributed to potential donors based across the UK. This part of the abstract can be in
the present or past simple tense. As with any abstract, focussed and precise writing is the way to go. Cite
previous works. Choose your Type of Work Writing. Try to highlight only the most important findings that
will allow the reader to understand your conclusions. The first word of each term is capitalized. Describe all
new things that are significant in finding a solution. Presented at the beginning of the thesis, it is likely the first
substantive description of your work read by an external examiner. Faculty Resources Feedback! Students
place abstract on 2 pages An introduction should be placed on pages The Methods section can be up to 10
pages long Results take 10 pages Discussion can be placed on 15 pages The conclusion takes pages Appendix
and other auxiliary parts of work can take up to 30 pages Complete paper contains pages If we take the article
length, a dissertation should be at least three articles long. Click on the Smiley Face on the far right side of the
ribbon. An abstract should play to these. Refer to the example abstract for more information on key words. If
relevant, you can briefly make suggestions for further research. Authority Set the tone for your dissertation by
establishing an authoritative academic voice early on in your abstract. The first big part is the introduction.
Academics will read your abstract to decide whether or not your dissertation as a whole is likely to be useful
to them. Sound your own opinion about the direction of future research. Avoid unnecessary filler words, and
avoid obscure jargon that requires explanationâ€”the abstract should be understandable to readers who are not
familiar with your topic.


