
LETTER CONCERNING TOLERATION ESSAY

The Essay Concerning Toleration was written in , shortly after Locke joined the household of Lord Ashley.

Walsham, Alexandra. An Essay Concerning Toleration 4. Furthermore, the Test Acts remained in place, by
which citizens were disabled from holding public office unless they were communicant members of the
Anglican Church. Charitable Hatred: Tolerance and Intolerance in England, â€” Belief is a matter of inward
conviction, stemming from faith and persuasion, so that conscience cannot be forced. Compelle intrare became
the cardinal text for Christian brutality and remained a pulpit staple. However, he does not believe there is one
pattern for how to best live life. What matters most is the sincere pursuit of truth, however tangled and
tortuous the paths people take. The version in MS Locke c. Locke settled in the more cosmopolitan London,
close to the court of Charles II, which had its own reasons for seeking toleration, as the king was either
religiously Edition: current; Page: [xxi] indifferent or crypto-Catholic. Yet he does not categorically say so in
the Letter, nor did he show any personal inclination to worship outside the established church. No force is here
to be made use of upon any occasion whatsoever. Possibly a statement of intent for a philosophical club.
Translated by William Popple Honoured Sir, Since you are pleased to inquire what are my thoughts about the
mutual toleration of Christians in their different professions of religion, I must needs answer you freely that I
esteem that toleration to be the chief characteristic mark of the true Church. It is sadly neglected today, though
readers can be forgiven for not pursuing Locke through all the thickets of his relentless contradiction of Proast.
Murphy, Andrew R. It is not committed unto him, I say, by God; because it appears not that God has ever
given any such authority to one man over another as to compel anyone to his religion. These, and such-like
things, are certainly more contrary to the glory of God, to the purity of the Church, and to the salvation of
souls, than any conscientious dissent from ecclesiastical decisions, or separation from public worship, whilst
accompanied with innocence of life. Israel, Jonathan I. It is a reflection on the things that distort the pursuit of
truth, a theme Locke pursued in the Essay Concerning Human Understanding, bk. In the years preceding the
Declaration of Independence, Hollis was assiduous in sending to America boxes of books, many of which he
had had specially printed and bound, to encourage the colonists in their struggle against Great Britain. Oddly,
scarcely any of the editions published in the past half-century provide notes, and yet the references and
allusions in the text are not always perspicuous. If anyone presume to violate the laws of public justice and
equity, established for the preservation of those things, his presumption is to be checked by the fear of
punishment, consisting of the deprivation or diminution of those civil interests, or goods, which otherwise he
might and ought to enjoy. These people, Locke argued, sought religious toleration "only until they have
supplies and forces enough to make the attempt" on liberty. For force belongs wholly to the civil magistrate,
and the possession of all outward goods is subject to his jurisdiction. He attacks elaborate doctrinal
confessions of faith, unquestioning belief, and the tyranny of orthodoxy. This is the last and utmost force of
ecclesiastical authority. The Thomas Hollis Library makes freshly available a selection of titles that, because
of their intellectual power, or the influence they exerted on the public life of their own time, or the
distinctiveness of their approach to the topic of liberty, comprise the cream of the books distributed by Hollis.
The end of a religious society as has already been said is the public worship of God and, by means thereof, the
acquisition of eternal life. They are important because they introduced two different ideas of the States of
Nature and the type of social contract and government that should be regulating it. Since the commonwealth is
not, in its nature, Christian, then its ambit is extensive. A crucial caveat, however, remains. Edited by J.
Against Samuel Parker â€” Long believed the letter was written by an atheistically disguised Jesuit plot for the
Roman Catholic Church to gain dominance by bringing chaos and ruin to church and state.


