
INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC WRITING CHAPTER 1

This chapter covers the types of reading and writing assignments you will . you are assigned to read Chapter 1,
â€œIntroduction to Emergency Management,â€• it is.

If the text is very dense and packed with unfamiliar terms and concepts, you may need to read no more than 5
or 10 pages in one sitting so that you can truly understand and process the information. Conclusion: Does the
conclusion summarize your main points and leave your reader with something to think about? However, the
most successful students in are not only competent readers but active, engaged readers. These are written for
an audience of specialists in a given field. That is, you will need to stop periodically and assess how well you
understand what you are reading. Writing assignments include personal writing and creative writing in
addition to expository writing. When you are assigned a reserve reading, download it ahead of time and let
your instructor know if you have trouble accessing it. They also expect you to be proactive and take steps to
help yourself. In order to do that, you need to think about the relevance of ideas to one another and about their
usefulness to you personally, professionally, and academically. Additionally, academic journal articles often
include a summary at the beginning, called an abstract, and electronic databases include summaries of articles
too. Most instructors will work hard to help students who make the effort to help themselves. Because these
texts are aimed at a specialized, highly educated audience, the authors presume their readers are already
familiar with the topic. Some writers find it easier to write the body of the essay first and then go back and
write the introduction and conclusion. Technique for survey reading For a text or chapter, look at
introductions, summaries, chapter headings, bold print, and graphics to piece together the main theme and its
development. As you read, stop occasionally to answer these questions on paper or in your head. Chapter 1.
Drafting During this stage, you begin writing your essay. With more user-friendly texts, you will be able to
handle longer sectionsâ€”20 to 40 pages, for instance. Prewriting should always be the first step of the writing
process. Why are you taking the course? When readers react, they bring a wealth of personal experience and
opinion to the concept to which they are reacting. Its main purpose is to help ensure that you understand what
you are reading and to help you store information in a logical and organized way, so when you need to recall
the information, it is easier for you to do so. Find what works for you and use it. Setting a Purpose The other
key component of planning is setting a purpose. Then, create a cluster that has your main idea and branches
out with your 3 or 4 main points for your body paragraphs. Or do you expect to find the answer in another part
of the reading? Teachers may set aside some class time for reading and reviewing the material in depth.
Interpretation, relevance, application, and evaluation of presented facts and concepts require deeper
questioning and involvement. Is the answer buried in that section of reading but just not coming across to you?
You may already use some variation of SQ3R. Skim through it to get a rough idea of how much time you will
need to read the assignment in full. Thesis statements should not be vague. Practical uses Any material that
requires both thorough comprehension and needs or inspires examination Critical reading Critical reading is
necessary in order to determine the salience or key points of the concepts presented, their relevance, and the
accuracy of arguments. However, for some reading assignments, you may be expected to form a general
understanding but not necessarily master the content. If everyone in the class struggled with the reading, it
may be exceptionally challenging. Tip: With prewriting, do not focus on format or correct grammar or
mistakes. Improving Your Comprehension You have blocked out time for your reading assignments and set a
purpose for reading. Do your work early enough so that you can come back after a day or two and then do the
revising and editing. Tip: Read your essay out loud. Teachers often provide study guides and other aids to help
you prepare for exams. Editing Prewriting How many times have you sat down at your computer or laptop to
write an essay and end up just staring at the screen or getting distracted by Facebook or other things? See
"Checklist for Essays" in our Top Hat menu. Review Table 1. Textbooks often include comprehension
questions in the margins or at the end of a section or chapter. While it may seem that this strategy of four
reading stages takes a lot of time, it will become more natural for you as you continue applying it.


