
WHEN AN ESSAY QUESTION ASKS YOU TO DISCUSS

Looking at the essay question in close detail will help you to identify the topic and Discuss, Essentially this is a written
debate where you are using your skill at Not to be confused with 'account for' which asks you not only what, but why.

For a discussion essay, a balanced view is normally essential. Advertisement Don't like ads? Explore Adopt a
questioning approach and consider a variety of different viewpoints. Provide evidence taken from a wide
range of sources which both agree with and contradict an argument. You may also be required to demonstrate
the extent to which you agree with a particular argument or hypothesis. This means that you must adopt a very
critical approach with 'examine' question words. Define: Definitions call for concise, clear, authoritative
meanings. You need to use important debates and evidence to look in depth at the arguments for and against,
as well as how the parts interconnect. Because of the exploratory nature of such essays, objectivity is key. This
should be a critical evaluation and you should try and offer reasons as to why the facts and issues you have
identified are the most important, as well as explain the different ways they could be construed. Generally you
are expected to label the diagram and in some cases add a brief explanation or description. Some vocabulary
for discussion essays is also given, and there is an example discussion essay on the topic of studying overseas.
How do other scholars define the subject? Provide your opinion on the extent to which a statement or research
finding is true. Ensure that your analysis is balanced by shedding light on, and presenting a critique of,
alternative perspectives. Justify Make a case by providing a body of evidence to support your ideas and points
of view. Elaborate Here, you are required to provide a lot of detail and information on a research topic or
argument. Give an account of Means give a detailed description of something. Often you will examine what
other people have already said on the same subject and include this information using paraphrasing and
summarising skills, as well as correct citations. What does the evidence suggest? Show how Present, in a
logical order, and with reference to relevant evidence the stages and combination of factors that give rise to
something. Contrast: Stress dissimilarities, differences, or unlikeness of things, qualities, events, or problems.
In explanatory answers it is important that you demonstrate a clear understanding of a research topic or
argument. Contrast Similar to compare but concentrate on the dissimilarities between two or more phenomena,
or what sets them apart. How did they differ in their approach and what are the factors that account for these
alternative approaches? For example, this could be done by making an argument or topic more clear by
explaining it in simpler terms.


