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Is her mind overworked from paranoia, fear, of her husband hunting her down? At those times, you are still
working, although no one believes it. PS: Oh, the pain, the pain. As a result of this history, the poor fellow is
haunted and tormented by images of lost children and angry babies. Both are riveting in their own ways.
Straub is the master of unreliable characters â€” motivations are terribly unclear â€” and unnerving his reader.
I hope you might find something useful in my responses, Christopher. To what extent have your writing habits
changed to accommodate this shift? GOD was poorly received? I should say up front that I understand you are
a busy man with many responsibilities and too little time to give to the concerns of your many fans. Once I
understood what my actual situation was, it no longer confined me, and I was free to use the very same kind of
psychic material in more realistic narratives. This one might have done with more likeable characters or at the
very least a stronger Julia, but then again a stronger woman would likely put up more of a fight. One can't help
but appreciate the author's innate ability to create genuinely eerie scenes, to frighten and move without
resorting to the cheap tricks of gore and guts, to really get to the heart of what's scary, to portray sanity as a
delicate shifting unstable element it really is. I wonder if this is a result of any artistic self-consciousness on
your part? Has it ever been published in any independent form? You seem less conscious of â€” or at least to
give less of a damn about â€” commercial concerns than most other genre authors. For a all its shortcomings,
this was still made for a very enjoyable reading experience or a genuine literary horror. The editor forwarded
me a photocopy of the letter, which I now hold in the same sort of esteem scientists reserve for Nobels.
Although yoga was as popular as it is now. In other words, are these issues the primary concerns in the type of
art you enjoy as well as in the type of art you create? If so, do you have any techniques for defeating
self-consciousness in writing? I would like to know to what extent or in what ways you have balanced your
personal artistic agenda with commerciality in your career. Within, he knew he was wrong, and that the baby
was his, but his jealousy drove him half-crazy. In what way does writing shorter books allow you to
circumvent this pain? In my case, much of the pain was the product of getting in my own way, of interfering
with the process in the middle of the process. Straub gives away a tad much throughout the book to make it so,
with less information it would have been a straight up horror, as is it straddles the line of psychological
descent into madness sort of drama. However, I do understand the question â€” self-consciousness can be as
inhibiting in writing as it is in social situations. And thank you for your kind and generous words. You can
always revise later. Of course, it was a novella. The cure, to the extent that a cure exists, is to move forward, to
keep writing and trust that in time what you are writing will feel like fresh experience, your own reality, not a
meditation on another writer. Or was it a short story that took on greater life than anticipated or perhaps a
truncated novel? The eponymous heroine is a woman of 36, who has recently lost her only child under tragic
circumstances, even more recently left her husband and set off to start anew in a sprawling Kensington house
purchased on a whim. And what kind of person would make it? But my impulse would be the same â€” to turn
genre fiction into literature. Clubb and Mr. It is my favorite of your works. The eponymous heroine is a
woman of 36, who has recently lost her only child under tragic circumstances, even more recently left her
husb This was the author's first venture into the supernatural genre, originally published in and it reads like it.


