
AN ANALYSIS OF THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF THE ARTICLES OF

CONFEDERATION IN GOVERNING THE UNITED STATES O

Learn about why the Articles of Confederation, the first governmental not expressly delegated to the United States in
Congress assembled.

Powers and functions of the United States in Congress Assembled. Taxation and commerce Under the Articles
of Confederation, the central government's power was kept quite limited. In , Thomas Jefferson , concerned
over the failure of Congress to fund an American naval force to confront the Barbary pirates , wrote in a
diplomatic correspondence to James Monroe that, "It will be said there is no money in the treasury. Congress
could make treaties with foreign nations, declare war, maintain an army and navy, establish a postal service,
manage Native American affairs , and coin money. Independence and the Articles of Confederation "Give me
liberty, or give me death! The Declaration of Independence in , the American Revolution, and the creation of
the Articles of Confederation represent the American colonies' first attempt to become a nation. The group
included Madison, Hamilton and John Dickinson, and it recommended that a meeting of all 13 states be held
the following May in Philadelphia. Maryland held out until March , after it settled a land argument with
Virginia. The army had nearly disbanded on several occasions during the winters of the war because of the
weaknesses of the Continental Congress. In addition, the states would not willingly give money to financially
support the national government. Afterward, the problem only got worse as Congress had no power to enforce
attendance. On July 4, , the delegates approved the Declaration of Independence, the event that marks the birth
of the United States. The war continued until , so the new government had to be put in place in a wartime
atmosphere. Kelly is a former history and social studies teacher, and the author of two history books, one on
Colonial life and the other on American Presidents. Dougherty concludes that generally the States' behavior
validated the Federalist analysis. Reaffirms that the Confederation accepts war debt incurred by Congress
before the existence of the Articles. The Anti-Federalists claimed that state politicians understood their duty to
the Union and contributed to advance its needs. Without the power to tax, and with no power to make trade
between the states and other countries viable, the United States was in an economic mess by  Continue
Reading. Initially, some states met to deal with their trade and economic problems together. Stay Updated!
Meanwhile, each of the states had an army or militia , and 11 of them had navies. In response to widespread
antipathy toward a strong central government, the Articles of Confederation kept national government weak
and allowed for the states to be as independent as possible. However, the national government was unable to
gather a combined military force among the states to help put down the rebellion, making clear a serious
weakness in the structure of the Articles of Confederation. The Articles provided for a blanket acceptance of
the Province of Quebec referred to as "Canada" in the Articles into the United States if it chose to do so. As
more money was printed by Congress, the continental dollars depreciated. The national government was
powerless to enforce any acts that Congress passed. No state or official may accept foreign gifts or titles, and
granting any title of nobility is forbidden to all. Because of widespread fear of a strong central government at
the time they were written and strong loyalties among Americans to their own state as opposed to any national
government during the American Revolution, the Articles of Confederation purposely kept the national
government as weak as possible and the states as independent as possible. The states often failed to meet these
requests in full, leaving both Congress and the Continental Army chronically short of money. Finally, due to
the Confederation's military weakness, it could not compel the British army to leave frontier forts which were
on American soil â€” forts which, in , the British promised to leave, but which they delayed leaving pending
U. The Continental Congress also made a treaty with France in , after the Articles of Confederation had been
adopted by the Congress but before they had been ratified by all the states. No new states were admitted to the
Union under the Articles of Confederation. Congress needed 9 of 13 states to pass any laws. Weaknesses The
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation would quickly lead to problems that the Founding Fathers
realized would not be fixable under the current form of government. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. Congress had also been denied the power to regulate either foreign trade or interstate commerce
and, as a result, all of the States maintained control over their own trade policies. This convention would



AN ANALYSIS OF THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF THE ARTICLES OF

CONFEDERATION IN GOVERNING THE UNITED STATES O

eventually throw out the Articles of Confederation and draft the Constitution. Congress did not have the power
to tax. Declares that the Articles shall be perpetual, and may be altered only with the approval of Congress and
the ratification of all the state legislatures. Frontier lands were surveyed into the now-familiar squares of land
called the township 36 square miles , the section one square mile , and the quarter section acres. Here is a
quick list of the problems that occurred, and how these issues led to our current Constitution. The document
was practically impossible to amend. Rarely did more than half of the roughly sixty delegates attend a session
of Congress at the time, causing difficulties in raising a quorum.


