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The paranormal signs and powers show considerable overlap with insanity in the case of . Use of the Supernatural in
Shakespeare's Macbeth Essay . loyalty and hypocrisy but Shakespeare has used the theme of the supernatural to
create .

They constantly bend the truth and give prophecies to Macbeth about his future. The appearance of Banquo 's
ghost, in particular, causes him to swing from one state of mind to another until he is no longer sure of what is
and "what is not" I:3, Before Macbeth even meets the witches in act 1 scene 3, we see how capable of evil
they are, Weary sennights nine times nine shall he dwindle, peak and pine. The greatest is behind. Their
understanding of manhood allows the political order depicted in the play to descend into chaos. Several
supernatural apparitions throughout the play profoundly affect Macbeth and the evil forces eventually claim
Macbeth and destroy his morals. Their power over the elements means that they can control the winds, raise
storms and sail in sieves. When the play opens, there is thunder rolling around and the witches on stage.
However, by Act III, Scene 2, Macbeth has resolved himself into a far more stereotypical villain and asserts
his manliness over that of his wife. In Elizabethan times, people were so terrified of the supernatural because
they believed that there was a natural order which effectively governed the universe, and when this order was
misaligned things would start to go very wrong. This feature of his personality is well presented in Act IV,
Scene 1, when he revisits the Witches of his own accord. Themes are the fundamental and often universal
ideas explored in a literary work. He tells Macduff of his reproachable qualitiesâ€”among them a thirst for
personal power and a violent temperament, both of which seem to characterize Macbeth perfectly. At the time
the play was written, James the 1st was the English monarch. When Duncan announces that he intends the
kingdom to pass to his son Malcolm , Macbeth appears frustrated. That is the Question of Macbeth The idea
that not everything is quite what it seems is not a new one, and has been explored even long before the time of
William Shakespeare; however, the playwright whose name has remained the talk of dinner tables worldwide,
did an exceptional job of weighing the plurality of the different forms of the natural world. There are many
themes in Macbeth like ambition, loyalty and hypocrisy but Shakespeare has used the theme of the
supernatural to create dramatic emphasis and suspicion. However, the extent and nature of those elements
differs to a large degree. All of them the writer had used to put a personal perspective and interpretation into,
that made this play what it is. He hears a wolf howl and he feels that the coast is clear for murder, the wolf acts
like a night watchman, Whose howls his watch. James was supposed to have descended from the real Banquo.
These forces lead Macbeth to act in the way he did and add suspense to the play. Macbeth is a courageous
Scottish general who is not naturally inclined to commit evil deeds, yet he deeply desires power and
advancement. Created in a time period in which fear of the unknown ran high and belief in the supernatural
was rampant, the incorporation of mystical components resulted in a compelling story for the people of the
Elizabethan era. Bad luck is frequently thought to come in threes. They are not physically grotesque, however,
in the way that Banquo describes them. The supernatural elements in Macbeth include fate, the witches,
mythological beings, ghosts, and apparitions. The hysteria and paranoia regarding witches and spells caused
uncontrollable excitement for the people in the 15th century. At the end of this passage, when the Witches
chant in unison, they bring a sense of eeriness. This is going to be done by showing how much power the
supernatural elements had and how it influenced peoples' mind. There are always potential threats to the
throneâ€”Banquo, Fleance, Macduffâ€”and it is always tempting to use violent means to dispose of them.
Conversely, also selfishness can cause wickedness. Come let me clutch thee, I have thee not yet I see thee still.
Giving the impression it has been used already. Once he has regained his composure, he challenges the
Witches to tell him more. Essentially, though, he is a human being whose private ambitions are made clear to
the audience through his asides and soliloquies solo speeches. In fact, during the s, many people still believed
in witches and witchcraft. With his wife gone and no hope of producing a prince, Macbeth sees what his
unchecked ambition has cost him: the loss of all he holds dear. Shakespeare uses a large motif of light vs. In
the time of Macbeth witches were not thought to be supernatural beings themselves, but supposedly gained
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their powers by selling their souls to Satan. He weighs up the good and evil represented by the witches
prophecy because he has realised Banquo is afraid he might do something bad or scary this supernatural
soliciting cannot be ill, cannot be good.


