
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

DURING THE MIDDLE AGES

Christianity in the Middle Ages covers the history of Christianity from the Fall of the Western . The Anglo-Saxons had
little interest in changing their religion and even Dacre Press () pf; ^ R. Gerberding and Jo Anne H. Moran Cruz,
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Romanesque, and later Gothic, churches were decorated with frescoes and embellished with stained glass, a
distinctively Western form of religious art. Thereafter, Christians had generally been permitted to visit the
sacred places in the Holy Land until , when the Seljuk Turks closed Christian pilgrimages and assailed the
Byzantines, defeating them at the Battle of Manzikert. Poets, scientists and philosophers wrote thousands of
books on paper, a Chinese invention that had made its way into the Islamic world by the 8th century. Private
confession was abandoned for auricular confession to the priest. The one part of the Arab Empire in which
Christians were not tolerated was Arabia. Immorality of the People. Of the four ancient patriarchies of the
Church, three, Antioch, Alexandra and Carthage were now under Muslim occupation. This period is a "black
spot" to all who name the name of Christ, but it is Christian history. Church estates began to be treated like
other fiefs, being held on condition of service to a secular lord. The Church worshipped in Latin and preserved
the Classical tradition of learning in some of its monastic and cathedral schools. At the time, the majority of
the missionaries were Byzantines and Bulgarians. He is far more comfortable discussing the Church from the
eleventh century onwards and has the most to say about western Christianity in Northern Italy, France,
England, Western Germany and the low countries from about the twelfth century through to the end of the
fourteenth. An independent prince Meanwhile the popes had become secular rulers in their own right. Moving
further east, Christianity had reached the Caucasus in the fourth century. From the first the difficulty involved
in writing a book like this is clear. The Franciscans were founded by St Francis of Assissi, with the specific
aim of caring for the poor and outcasts. Shortly after, Boris I accepted many Christian missionaries into the
country. Jack L. This new inquisition was separated from the Roman Church and the inquisition that came
before it. The Crusades began in , when Pope Urban summoned a Christian army to fight its way to Jerusalem
, and continued on and off until the end of the 15th century. The plus side of this is that this book is an
introduction to the world of monasticism, the friars and the growth of the business of the papacy. As the
leaders of the church became more political, so their spiritual authority declined. Henry travelled to Italy and,
at the monastery of Canossa, begged Gregory for forgiveness  The Papacy The fall of the western Roman
provinces to German tribal rulers in the 5th century, and the subsequent takeover of the Middle East and North
Africa by Islamic armies in the 7th century, had profound consequences for the Christian Church. The Franks
established the Catholic Church in their kingdom, but tolerated all forms of eastern-rite Christianity. The
keynote of Cistercian life was a return to a literal observance of the Benedictine rule , rejecting the
developments of the Benedictines. The Church in the High Middle Ages Moral decline The rise of the popes
as secular princes was matched by the moral decline of the Church in western Europe. These debates took
place in councils of bishops which occurred from time to time.


