
HOW TO WRITE A UNIVERSITY ENGLISH ESSAY

realise that essay writing at University level may be different from the practices See also the Grade Descriptors for the
English Literature department below.

The focus of such an essay predicts its structure. The task ahead is nothing more and nothing less than is stated
in the title. My theory is that having more cultural capital will change their taste in art, as they are able to
understand the pieces differently to other people. British Journal of Clinical Psychology, 34 1 ,  Be mindful of
your comma usage and know when a period is needed. Try to use the active voice instead of the passive
whenever possible e. Related content. Chocolate procyanidins decrease the leukotriene-prostacyclin ratio in
humans and human aortic endothelial cells. If you leave it out, your readers will experience your essay as
unfinishedâ€”or, worse, as pointless or insular. And over-long paragraphs tend to demonstrate that you are not
clear about the specific points you are making. How have these been dealt with in the literature? And
inaccurate spelling and poor grammar can make for very irritating reading for the person marking it.
Walk-through essays follow the structure of their sources rather than establishing their own. Write the
introduction and conclusion after the body. The sentiment behind the text is good, but it reads more like a
second-rate blog post than an academic essay. When in doubt about any aspect of your reading for the essay,
or about your writing, the first step is to go back and consult the essay title. Everything you include should
have a clear connection to your topic and your argument. Being descriptive is fine if you are looking to scrape
a pass, but for a higher grade you need to show that you are able to leverage critical reasoning in your dealing
with academic materials. Don't let your next essay be one of those. You might be surprised how long the
whole process takes! While it might be tempting to go off on a tangent about some interesting side note to
your topic, doing so can make your writing less concise. The structure may be strong and clear, or it may be
unobtrusive and minimal but, in a good essay, it will be there. These criticisms highlight the three basic
elements of good essay writing: attending closely to the title; establishing a relevant structure that will help
you show the development of your argument; and using critical writing as much as possible; with descriptive
writing being used where necessary, but kept to a minimum. You may also like Introduce quotations and
paraphrases with introductory phrases. This will start you off on answering the "what" question. Essay maps
ask you to predict where your reader will expect background information, counterargument, close analysis of a
primary source, or a turn to secondary source material. Another useful tool to support critical writing is the
paragraph! The reader needs to know at all times whose voice they are hearing. Using big words just to sound
smart often results in the opposite effectâ€”it is easy to detect when someone is overcompensating in their
writing. An iterative, not necessarily a linear process The process of essay planning and writing does not need
to be a linear process, where each stage is done only once. This is typified by the findings of Mellor , who
found that, over a period of eight weeks of eating 45 grams of chocolate per day, a group of adults
demonstrated no significant weight increase. You might wonder how you can include your own voice and still
sound academic when you are writing about a subject area in which you have little or no knowledge. Short to
middle length sentences are almost always preferable to longer ones. The literature outlines the chemical
properties of chocolate which could help explain some addictive type behaviour, particularly in regards to
nervous tension in women, but there is also a strong research focus on chocolate as a sensory-based
indulgence. London: Wiley Blackwell. Summary of key points The title is the most important guidance you
have. Introductions and conclusions have fixed places, but other parts don't. Feedback Good, constructively
critical feedback can give you excellent guidance on how to improve your essay writing.


