
FOUR SQUARE WRITING METHOD

The Four Square Writing Method is a way for teaching writing to children in school. While primarily used to teach
persuasive writing, it has also been used to .

Students then proceed to fill in the box, putting primary thoughts in three of the squares and a conclusion in
the last. Other topics could include seeing a snake, going in a dark room, riding a bike the first time, flying, or
being the new kid. This unique approach to teaching basic writing skills will help students understand their
writing and how to structure it better. I do not let my students move to the drafting stage until I've seen a
complete writing plan. The upper-left square contains the opening supportive sentence, and the next two
squares contain other supporting information. It was noted that one teacher had remarkably more success with
the program than others, and that teachers must be trained thoroughly to get best results from this method.
What we fail to realize is that looking at texts from a writer's lens helps us deepen reading comprehension.
Each student comes up with four examples of times when they had to be brave. Last spring, our literacy
coaching team did a book study on it, and I loved how Laminack tied reading and writing together for better
instruction. When I'm ready to begin writing, I use this organizer to build ideas. When your students are new
to Four Square, it takes close monitoring to insure that they have a complete plan before they move to
drafting. The same students used it again the next year, and their scores went up an additional nine percentage
points. The summary sentence describes how the reader is intended to feel about the topic. It is very
descriptive, and William Steig's carefully mapped out plot helps students get a sense of story structure first
before beginning their own stories. The essays can be used as models for students, and instructors could also
use this section for reference. Additionally, little ones may need the boxes numbered to help them organize
their thinking. We also want elaboration on each event or paragraph topic. Students are much more able to
write freely if they have a word bank, a list of ideas or related topics, and a model to imitate. If your students
are like mine, they'll try shortcuts. A study at Springview Elementary School, in Allendale Charter Township ,
Michigan , noted, "significant growth was observed in the students' writings in both classes. Another key point
to share with your students is that a complete plan leads to better writing. A total of five rectangles are thus
created. Once topic ideas are chosen, then I have my kids think of related words. One of the biggest
complaints from kids who struggle with writing is the dreaded "I don't know what to write about! In section
one, students become familiar with the foursquare method by looking at examples and filling out some
straight-forward squares. This method instructs students to write their main thought above a four-square box.
When you're ready to get your kids started, you might give your kids a list of connecting words as a support.
We want students to continue using connecting words, but we want more variety in the word choice. These
reproducible workbooks challenge students to organize their thoughts in descriptive, narrative, persuasive, and
mostly expository writings by using the four-square method. Simple things that can alleviate writing stress are
examples to follow and a word bank of related words to support spelling.


