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Themes[ edit ] Emerson mentions that citizens control the government so they have control. Complement it
with his kindred spirit Thoreau on what it really means to be awake and the true measure of meaningful work.
Indeed, Emerson highlights the practice of kindness as a centerpiece of the full life, suggesting that our
cynicism about the character and potential of others â€” much like our broader cynicism about the world â€”
reflects not the true measure of their merit but the failure of our own imagination in appreciating their singular
gifts: I think that however a thoughtful man may suffer from the defects and absurdities of his company, he
cannot without affectation deny to any set of men and women a sensibility to extraordinary merit. As he wrote,
"This mode of commemorating Christ is not suitable to me. I call it destitution He left on October 23, , along
with his daughter Ellen [] while his wife Lidian spent time at the Old Manse and with friends. Isaac Asimov ,
in author's notes to his collection of mystery short stories, Asimov's Mysteries , invokes the quote with the
single word "Emerson! Emerson delivered his eulogy. As Holmes wrote, "Emerson is afraid to trust himself in
society much, on account of the failure of his memory and the great difficulty he finds in getting the words he
wants. News that these cultured men were living like "Sacs and Sioux" in the wilderness appeared in
newspapers across the nation. Melville's critique of self-reliance as a way of life is seen to lie in its destructive
potential, especially when taken to extremes. Joining him were nine of the most illustrious intellectuals ever to
camp out in the Adirondacks to connect with nature. The software we use sometimes flags "false positives" --
that is, blocks that should not have occurred. We see the world piece by piece, as the sun, the moon, the
animal, the tree; but the whole, of which these are shining parts, is the soul. Fields , Karl Marx , or Cicero.
This was more than his earnings from other sources. Emerson invited Margaret Fuller , Elizabeth Hoar and
Sarah Ripley for dinner at his home before the meeting to ensure that they would be present for the evening
get-together. Richardson says, "Emerson's moment of insight into the interconnectedness of things in the
Jardin des Plantes was a moment of almost visionary intensity that pointed him away from theology and
toward science". C, at the end of January  A year later, on August 31, , he delivered his now-famous Phi Beta
Kappa address, " The American Scholar ", [75] then entitled "An Oration, Delivered before the Phi Beta
Kappa Society at Cambridge"; it was renamed for a collection of essays which included the first general
publication of "Nature" in  His church activities kept him busy, though during this period, facing the imminent
death of his wife, he began to doubt his own beliefs. One of the clearest examples of this can be found in his
essay " The Over-soul ": We live in succession, in division, in parts, in particles. He called for help from
neighbors and, giving up on putting out the flames, all attempted to save as many objects as possible. Emerson
later came to see the American Civil War as a "revolution" that shared common ground with the European
revolutions of  He was named after his mother's brother Ralph and his father's great-grandmother Rebecca
Waldo. He gave a public lecture at the Smithsonian on January 31, , and declared:, "The South calls slavery an
institution If your IP address is shown by Maxmind to be outside of Germany and you were momentarily
blocked, another issue is that some Web browsers erroneously cache the block. Edward's physical health
began to deteriorate, and he soon suffered a mental collapse as well; he was taken to McLean Asylum in June
at age  Emerson anonymously published his first essay, "Nature", on September 9,  Richardson wrote,
"Immortality had never been stronger or more desperately needed!


