
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY AND AN ANALYSIS OF MUSLIMS

Islamic history extends over a long period of time that covers most of the prevent the introduction of any religious factors
in the interpretation of events and their.

Countless histories of Islam have been written in the past and will be written in the future. And they may be
right. He appointed Yazid ibn al-Muhallab governor of Mesopotamia. He was effective in addressing these
problems, and in allowing the Umayyad empire to continue as an entity. The intervention of Bulgaria on the
Byzantine side proved decisive. However, they were not strong enough to make a move yet. And yet, many of
the Orientalists have accepted, with a credulity that is idiotic, the account of the events that took place
immediately following the death of Muhammad, as given by the party that succeeded in capturing his throne
for itself. I have done so to present to the reader more than one point of view or more than one interpretation
of the more important events. This statement implies that Shia scholars did not write any histories of Islam. As
stated above, there is a plethora of books on Islam but most of them are stereotypical interpretations of the
story of its birth and growth, and its religious experience, just as handed down to their authors by the court
historians of the government which was born in Saqifa, and its successor governments â€” the governments of
Damascus and Baghdad. The book strikes the right tone between being unduly politically correct at one
extreme, and having a completely uncritical negative knee-jerk reaction to everything that has to do with
Islam. Inheriting the caliphate from his brother, Hisham ibn Abd al-Malik ruled an empire with many
problems. The Berbers attacked and drove Muslims from north Africa for a period. The words caliph and
khalifa or caliphate and khilafat have been used interchangeably. And yet, the works of many of them reflect,
not the facts but the interpretations and propagandas of the party in power. The Umayyad rule, with its wealth
and luxury also seemed at odds with the Islamic message preached by Muhammad. Truth must be upheld at all
costs, and by all, but especially, by the historians. Imam Husain's son, Imam Ali ibn Husain , was imprisoned
along with Husain's sister and other ladies left in Karbala war. It was by the Romans that the history of their
own aggrandizement was written; the narration of their rivalry and sanguinary wars with the Carthaginians has
come down to us from themselves; or if Greek writers have also treated the subject, these men were the
tributaries and dependents of Rome, nor did they spare the flatteries best calculated to conciliate her favor. The
Revolution in Iran, has, in fact, triggered a world-wide explosion of interest in Islam, and many new books are
being written on the subject â€” both by Muslims and non-Muslims. I shall also identify these two groups by
these names. Transliteration The system of transliteration employed in this book was devised with particular
regard for simplicity. The spectacular advance of Islam in the missionary field in our own times; the
renaissance of the Muslim nations after many centuries of slumber; the obtrusion of oil as a new factor in
world politics in this century; but above all and most recently, the success of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, all
are acting, both in the east and in the west, as catalysts of a new interest in Islam. The Byzantines were
decisively defeated by the Caliph after the defection of a large contingent of Slavs. Some were caught and
punished or executed by eastern governors. He was killed in the Battle of Karbala the same year, in an event
still mourned by Shia on the Day of Ashura. The reader himself may, therefore, decide if he would cling to
them or would accept truths some of which he might find extremely bitter and brutal. The western parts of the
Byzantine empire conquered by Arabs Local populations of Jews and indigenous Christians, who lived as
religious minorities and were taxed while Muslims paid "Zakat" to finance the Byzantineâ€”Sassanid Wars,
often aided Muslims to take over their lands from the Byzantines and Persians, resulting in exceptionally
speedy conquests. The outcome of a certain contest in the distant past of Islam, one way or the other, could not
make any difference to them. Sulayman ordered the arrest and execution of the family of al-Hajjaj , one of two
prominent leaders the other was Qutayba ibn Muslim who had supported the succession of al-Walid's son
Yazid, rather than Sulayman. It is incredible but true that some of them show a curious inability to penetrate
through the conventional and stereotyped appearance of events to the sometimes deliberately obscured facts
and forces, and significant realities. Introduction This is a new story of Islam. Sulayman ibn Abd al-Malik was
hailed as caliph the day al-Walid died. In this polarization, most of his companions were on the one side and
the members of his family on the other. However, Shia Muslims accuse him of instigating the war, weakening
the Muslim nation by dividing the Ummah , fabricating self-aggrandizing heresies [79] slandering the Prophet
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's family [80] and even selling his Muslim critics into slavery in the Byzantine empire. History has no supreme
court rendering verdicts; it has only fallible chroniclers. Ali was assassinated by Kharijites in  This
confrontation, most unfortunately, became a permanent feature of the history of the Muslims. According to
Shi'a doctrine, this was a clear violation of the treaty he made with Hasan ibn Ali. The Bayt al-mal ran for
hundreds of years under the Rashidun Caliphate in the 7th century and continued through the Umayyad period
and well into the Abbasid era. They oversaw the initial phase of the Muslim conquests , advancing through
Persia , Levant , Egypt , and North Africa. There is nothing strange, surprising or shocking in this attitude of
the Sunni historians. The same event seen from different angles appears different to different observers and is,
therefore, subject to different interpretations. He reconquered parts of Egypt from the Byzantine Empire and
moved on into Carthage and across to the west of North Africa. The story, however, has another side also.


