
MIND BODY PROBLEM 2

The mindâ€“body problem is an unsolved problem concerning the relationship between thought 1 Mindâ€“body
interaction and mental causation; 2 Neural correlates. Neurobiology and neurophilosophy; Arousal and content. 3
Historical.

Arousal and content[ edit ] Midline structures in the brainstem and thalamus necessary to regulate the level of
brain arousal. Imitation, communicative gesturing, and tool use are examples of these kinds of actions. Now
the first two conditions involve contact, and the third involves that the impelling thing has extension; but you
utterly exclude extension from your notion of soul, and contact seems to me incompatible with a thing's being
immaterial A topic that seems particularly promising for providing a bridge across the mindâ€”body cleavage
is the study of bodily actions, which are neither reflexive reactions to external stimuli nor indications of
mental states, which have only arbitrary relationships to the motor features of the action e. If the mind is
physical, we cannot see how. Abstract information processing models are no longer accepted as satisfactory
accounts of the human mind. To be conscious of something, the brain must be in a relatively high state of
arousal sometimes called vigilance , whether awake or in REM sleep. In sum, immaterial information cascades
through the mind by the vehicle of linked, co-arising materiality. If we cannot see how the mind is physical,
we cannot see how it can interact with the body. For the determination of movement seems always to come
about from the moving body's being propelledâ€”to depend on the kind of impulse it gets from what sets it in
motion, or again, on the nature and shape of this latter thing's surface. The shape, timing, and effects of such
actions are inseparable from their meaning. Brain arousal level fluctuates in a circadian rhythm but these
natural cycles may be influenced by lack of sleep, alcohol and other drugs, physical exertion, etc. Clinicians
use scoring systems such as the Glasgow Coma Scale to assess the level of arousal in patients with impaired
states of consciousness such as the comatose state , the persistent vegetative state , and the minimally
conscious state. ISBN: pp. Small, bilateral lesions in many of these nuclei cause a global loss of
consciousness. Here, "state" refers to different amounts of externalized, physical consciousness: ranging from
a total absence in coma, persistent vegetative state and general anesthesia , to a fluctuating, minimally
conscious state, such as sleep walking and epileptic seizure. In this book the philosopher Jonathan Westphal
examines the mind-body problem in detail, laying out the reasoning behind the solutions that have been
offered in the past and presenting his own proposal. If minds and bodies are radically different kinds of
substance, however, it is not easy to see how they "could" causally interact. Just so, information is carried by
wires during a phone call, much as the Ode to Joy playing softly on a stereo was represented by modulations
in a radio signal. High arousal states involve conscious states that feature specific perceptual content, planning
and recollection or even fantasy. For example, the Ode to Joy can be represented by a written score, a radio
frequency, electrical charges in an iPod. This case involves synchronized action potentials in neocortical
pyramidal neurons. Table of Contents.


