
HOW TO FIND A THESIS STATEMENT IN AN ESSAY

identify explicit thesis statements in texts; identify implicit thesis statements in texts help put all the ideas of an essay
you're reading in one easy-to-read format.

They work well to get a rough draft started, but will easily bore a reader. Use the notes you took to back up
why you think what you've written is the meaning. Is my thesis statement specific enough? As with any good
thesis, you want to get as specific as possible. Generally, your thesis statement can be the last line of the first
paragraph in your research paper or essay. Now you have a working thesis! Eventually you will be able to
clarify for yourself, and then for the reader, why this contrast matters. What does it signify? It might appear in
the form of direct statement or might be a hypothesis that the author says he will prove. Works consulted We
consulted these works while writing this handout. This thesis statement begs the question of how? When an
assignment asks you to analyze, to interpret, to compare and contrast, to demonstrate cause and effect, or to
take a stand on an issue, it is likely that you are being asked to develop a thesis and to support it persuasively.
Review Opening Paragraphs Search the first two paragraphs for a statement that matches the purpose of the
essay. The tighter your focus, the better your paper. The sentence that captures your position on this main idea
is what we call a thesis statement. Don't limit your search for the thesis by trying to select a single sentence if
the author has spread it out over two. A thesis statement focuses your ideas into one or two sentences. Look
for claims being made, detailed explanations, or statistical evidence that give clues to the thesis. This form of
persuasion, often called academic argument, follows a predictable pattern in writing. The assignment may not
explicitly state that you need a thesis statement because your instructor may assume you will include one. Just
make sure you examine all viewpoints before investing your valuable time in a well-written piece.
Ruszkiewicz, John J. This broad thesis statement runs the risk of allowing you to go off on several tangents. Is
your thesis statement original? The second time you read, you can then compare what the thesis statement said
the essay was about to your thoughts about the essay's meaning. Being specific in your paper will be much
more successful than writing about general things that do not say much. Otherwiseâ€¦ why would your point
matter? Second, it stands as the point of reference for your entire paper. A thesis statement is powerful on two
fronts. If so, settle on one single focus and then proceed with further development. Knowing this upfront helps
you focus, so you don't have to go back repeatedly and analyze or dissect the text to figure out how it all fits
together. However, a solid thesis statement will help keep you in check. If you find yourself using general
words like "good," then you're not digging deep enough. Say more than what is already proven fact. Once you
spot the thesis, you are better informed on the type of essay you are reading and the writer's intended purpose.
A thesis statement is one sentence that expresses the main idea of a research paper or essay, such as an
expository essay or argumentative essay. Included in this working thesis is a reason for the war and some idea
of how the two sides disagreed over this reason. Finding Your Point of View A good thesis statement is
developed from the point of view of the reader. How long does it need to be? Good: Reading develops a
child's mind by fostering comprehension skills, increasing vocabulary, and exposing them to new worlds they
might not otherwise encounter. What are the specific detriments of alcohol consumption that you would like to
discuss? When developing your one-sentence thesis statement, it is important for you to be: specific, specific,
specific. Keep in mind that this is one of many possible interpretations of the Civil Warâ€”it is not the one and
only right answer to the question.


