
EARLY LIFE OF CHARLES REZNIKOFF

Charles Reznikoff was born in in a Jewish neighborhood in Brooklyn, New York, the son of immigrants Sarah Yetta.

After he held a number of jobs in order to support himself, but from this time on found ways to devote the
majority of his time to writing. Reznikoff continued to write through these years; the final work to be
published during his lifetime was Holocaust. Reznikoff left the University of Missouri after one year and
returned to New York. Under the section titled "Research," for example, Reznikoff writes: A number of Jews
had to drink sea water only to find out how long they could stand it. The "lectures and readings" subset
consists of drafts of public readings of both prose and verse. In fact his very refusal to comment upon the
abuses portrayed in Holocaust makes the poem all the more disturbing in that the absence of interpretation in
the poem demands that the gap be closed by the reader. And at that of the first twenty sins that we confess,
five are by speech alone; little wonder that I must ask the Lord to bless the words of my mouth and the
meditations of my heart. He saw the poem itself as a form of testimony: "Now suppose in a court of law you
are testifying in a negligence case," he explains. The insights provided by the materials, coupled with the
wealth of biographical information contained in the collection, offer the reader a rich source of information on
the personal life and aesthetic praxes of this remarkable author. Reznikoff 's work, with its emphasis on the
testimonial quality of the poem, served as a model for Zukofsky, who formulated the group's theoretical
position, that of "thinking with the things as they exist. The company in which we went so free of care, so
carelessly, has scattered. The poetic mode which Reznikof developed in writing this work was invaluable to
his work on Holocaust. He left after a few years and returned to his writing career, by this time earning a
sufficient amount of money to live on. Along with Louis Zukofsky, George Oppen, and Carl Rakosi, he
became known as one of the principal proponents of the Objectivist group of poets. Although his work still
failed to make a commercial impact, Reznikoff continued to gain attention in the 's. When he was twelve
Reznikoff's family moved to a section of Brooklyn that was isolated from the Jewish community; Reznikoff
once described it as a place where "the hatred for Israel smoldered. For Reznikoff, who was ultimately neither
a trained historian nor a practicing lawyer with the potential to avenge past wrongs in a court of law, writing
poetry provided a means of witnessing the inhumanity of the Holocaust. Reznikoff had had some success with
his novel By the Waters of Manhattan, and the new press published three titles by him, two that gathered
together previously self-published work and the third a first installment of a long work called Testimony. Over
the following forty years, Reznikoff worked on refashioning these stories into an extended found poem ,
which finally ran to some pages over two volumes. During the 's Reznikoff's reputation slowly grew, and he
was able to publish some of his work in magazines; he also wrote four plays during that decade. As we walked
back, the city streteched its rows of houses across the lotsâ€” Light after light, as the lamplighter went his way
and women lit the gas in kitchens to make supper. He did not see active service before the end of the war. He
finished grammar school three years ahead of the rest of his class and graduated from Boys High School in
Brooklyn in at the age of fifteen. Reznikoff was a prolific writer of poetry, prose, essays, and chronicler of
Judaism and the American Jewish experience.


