
STEPS IN WRITING A SUMMARY ESSAY

Steps for Writing a Summary Essay. Thoroughly read and study the original text. When you read it, get a feeling for the
author's style, tone and.

A good summary will consist of the following elements. Divide the text into several sections, and sketch a
rough outline. True summary may also outline past work done in a field; it sums up the history of that work as
a narrative. The greater task is to showcase your ideas, your analysis of the source material. Your task is to
summarize, not give a personal opinion. If you don't know anything about the author, you can always do a
quick Google Search to find out. How to Identify Important Arguments in an Article Read on a paper copy or
use a computer program that lets you make annotations. Some tips on how to identify the important arguments
of an article are listed below. If possible, your first sentence should summarize the article. Every essay also
requires snippets of true summary along the way to "orient" readersâ€”to introduce them to characters or
critics they haven't yet met, to remind them of items they need to recall to understand your point. An essay
examining the "usable past" created by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, for example, might begin by briefly
summarizing the history of the idea of a usable past, or by summarizing the view of a leading theorist on the
topic. Step 2 Put the essay or article away when it's time to start writing the summary. John Wood claims in
his ironic story "Cats Don't Dance" that Look specifically for the supporting arguments. It is crucial to
remember, though, that the purpose of an analytical essay is only partly to demonstrate that you know and can
summarize the work of others. Also, be sure to include the author's first and last name and the title of the
article in your notation for later reference. You will analyze what the author does that works and what doesn't
work to support the author's point and persuade the audience to agree. Nash characterizes the genre and tone
of the foreword in the first two sentences before swiftly describing, in the next two, the movement of its ideas:
The foreword to Chambers's autobiography is written in the form of "A Letter to My Children. Reference the
following sentence as an example. Identify the place it was published, as this can help you determine the
intended audience. You may have forgotten the details, but you remember the highlights. Does that make his
or her argument more or less believable? Are these arguments logical? Do not include your opinions,
interpretations or evaluations. Do understand the original source completely. To do this, use "author tags,"
which are either the last name of the author or a pronoun he or she to show you are still discussing that
person's ideas. For example, in my sample reading the response about Michael Crichton's "Let's Stop Scaring
Ourselves" article, students noted that the fact that Crichton is the author of doomsday thrillers like
Andromeda Strain and Jurassic Park makes his argument that we shouldn't pay much attention to current
doomsday scenarios like global warming rather ironic. According to Mary Johnson in her essay, "Cats Make
Good Pets," the feline domestic companion is far superior to the canine one. How well does the author explain
the main claims? Your choice of author tag verbs and adverbs can contribute to the way you analyze the
article. Common Mistakes â€” Including too much or too little information in your essay. After you've drafted
your summary, refer back to your notes to revise and augment as necessary. Author Who is the author?
Example: "Bypass Cure" by James Johnson records a recent discovery by researchers that people who have
bypass surgery for weight control are also instantly cured of diabetes. Steps for Writing a Summary Essay
Thoroughly read and study the original text. Two linked problems give rise to this situation. To submit your
questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below. Be sure you don't use the same
words, phrases, or sentence structure as the original. This type of essay can be on any subject. Does she or he
make the reader want to know more? Chances are you could rattle off a decent summary of the movie without
much effort. Take note of the tone of the piece. Write that sentence in your own words on the side of the page
or on another piece of paper.


