
ONE NATION UNDER GOD

and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." The Pledge of
Allegiance of the United States is an expression of allegiance to the flag of the.

On August 21, , the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus at its annual meeting adopted a resolution
urging that the change be made universal, and copies of this resolution were sent to the President, the Vice
President as Presiding Officer of the Senate , and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. One objection
is that a democratic republic built on freedom of dissent should not require its citizens to pledge allegiance to
it, and that the First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects the right to refrain from speaking or
standing, which itself is also a form of speech in the context of the ritual of pledging allegiance. As a socialist,
he had initially also considered using the words equality and fraternity [17] but decided against it, knowing
that the state superintendents of education on his committee were against equality for women and African
Americans. Some American presidents honored Lincoln's birthday by attending services at the church Lincoln
attended, New York Avenue Presbyterian Church by sitting in Lincoln's pew on the Sunday nearest February 
Barnette that students cannot be compelled to recite the Pledge, nor can they be punished for not doing so. The
student's mother, assisted by the American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland, sought and received an apology
from the teacher, as state law and the school's student handbook both prohibit students from being forced to
recite the Pledge. District Court for the Eastern District of California on behalf of three unnamed families. Rio
Linda Union School District. It started with the hand outstretched toward the flag, palm down, and ended with
the palm up. I pledge my head and my heart to God and my country. Upham, a marketer for the magazine, as a
campaign to instill the idea of American nationalism in students and to encourage children to raise flags above
their schools. The words "of America" were added a year later. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face
the flag, and render the military salute. In , Francis Bellamy created what was known as the Bellamy salute. In
World War II, the salute too much resembled the Nazi salute, so it was changed to keep the right hand over the
heart throughout. Justice Robert H. Gobitis , ruled that students in public schools, including the respondents in
that caseâ€” Jehovah's Witnesses who considered the flag salute to be idolatry â€”could be compelled to swear
the Pledge. Jackson , writing for the 6 to 3 majority, went beyond simply ruling in the precise matter presented
by the case to say that public school students are not required to say the Pledge on narrow grounds, and
asserted that such ideological dogmata are antithetical to the principles of the country, concluding with: If
there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what
shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion or force citizens to confess by
word or act their faith therein. An early version of the salute, adopted in , known as the Balch Salute, which
accompanied the Balch pledge, instructed students to stand with their right hand outstretched toward the flag,
the fingers of which are then brought to the forehead, followed by being placed flat over the heart, and finally
falling to the side. Barnette , the Supreme Court reversed its decision. The ritual must be prepared with
simplicity and dignity. Louis Albert Bowman, an attorney from Illinois, was the first to suggest the addition of
"under God" to the pledge. Rabaut D - Mich. The true reason for allegiance to the flag is the Republic for
which it stands. It was originally published in The Youth's Companion on September 8,  In its original form it
read: "I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.


