
A PAPER ON UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance of the United States has been criticized on several grounds. Its use in .. The constitutionality of
the Pledge was not challenged in as the Los Angeles Board of Education General from all 50 states filed papers asking
the Supreme Court of the United States to review the decision, 49 of whom.

The Court held that if, as the states claimed, Bible reading and The Lord's Prayer were being used to achieve
secular ends "fostering harmony and tolerance among the pupils" [14] than "it would seem that less sensitive
materials might equally well serve the same purpose. It has not been shown that readings from the speeches
and messages of great Americans, for example, or from the documents of our heritage of liberty, daily
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance, or even the observance of a moment of reverent silence at the opening
of class, may not adequately serve the solely secular purposes of the devotional activities without jeopardizing
either the religious liberties of any members of the community or the proper degree of separation between the
spheres of religion and government. The standing issue is complicated. This is a serious problem. Baer, John
W. It was because of volume. So that would be a much scarier opinion, a much more potentially wide-ranging
opinion, and then other possibilities sort of range in between. In that case, the high court struck down a West
Virginia law that penalized students and their parents if the children failed to salute the U. Colvin, Alex. In
September , U. At one time, students learned about God there. Babcock stayed the case until the end of the
legislative session in to allow Colorado to amend the statute. The second extension of the Pledge of Allegiance
was, hence, the consequence of its raising politization. It would remove all the chaplains in the armed services,
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, the word 'God' in The Star-Spangled Banner, and everything else that the
American Republic has held dear throughout the history of our country. Having a more hands-on approach to
community involvement would be a better way to teach children pride for their country. House of
Representatives. Allen, Jr. Two questions. I think the principal religious division in the country used to be
Protestant-Catholic. Carlson, Tucker. And in a sense, that takes neither religious people nor people who reject
religion seriously. The largest private opinion polls have about 15 percent of the population not subscribing to
any monotheistic conception of God. Although the author Francis Bellamy was a clergyman and hence
somebody who certainly believed in God, he had no religious allusion included in his version. On September
14, , U. During Mrs. By David L. Pledge of Allegiance Constitutionality â€” a. At the time, Eisenhower stated
that "From this day forward, the millions of our school children will daily proclaim in every city and town,
every village and rural schoolhouse, the dedication of our Nation and our people to the Almighty. The
amended opinion did not discuss whether the federal law was constitutional. They may never forget what
religious freedom really means. It raises a serious problem when the government asks an individual American
for a profession of faith. And let me tell you, kids think about it. Supreme Court more than 60 years ago with
its landmark decision West Virginia Board of Education v. It was not until June , however, that the Pledge,
respectively its two little words should be questioned immensely in a legal court case in California. We
reargued the case in October of the next term, and the Court ruled in our favor, but I suspect that it was a tie
and this was the fifth vote, and Justice Thomas would have been the fifth vote. In January , the full 11th
Circuit declined to review the case. In other words, for my side to prevail, we would have to obtain five votes.
The dynamic, I think, will be different. Explaining that is relevant to what I think about the Pledge of
Allegiance. George M. He might be joining them for eternity as a Christian brother. Pledge of Allegiance:
Questions and Answers. Myths About the Separation of Church and State. Solving the Pledge of Allegiance
Controversy. In lieu of the recent events that took place on September 11, , patriotism seems to have
skyrocketed across the country?


